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In Like A Lion . . . 

 No, I'm not talking about the weather this 
month, but about the Lenten Journey that falls dur-
ing these ides of the changing season.  I'm talking 
about Jesus's journey into Jerusalem, the one we'll 
hear about this first Sunday in March, Lent III, when 
he enters the courtyard outside the temple, yells at 
all the merchants and money changers, and topples 
over their booths (John 2:13-16).  I imagine the li-
on’s roar of his voice as he chases out those who 
have come to profit themselves instead of worship-
ping God  (or, in my mind, the roar of Ted Neeley 
singing in Jesus Christ Superstar, “MyyyyYYYYYY 
temple should be a house of prayer!  But you have 
made it a den of thieves!” )  

 Was Jesus a lion?  Did he get angry, even 
ferocious at the people who put their own interests 
before God's?  Did he condemn those who did evil, 
dark deeds?  Did he growl at his own disciples and 
struggle to get them to understand the meaning of 
the sacrifice he intended to make?   

 And then, didn't he die on the cross for them all?  

  What about in our lives?  Do we hear the roar of Jesus today, demanding justice, turning the tables 
on the politicians and amplifying the voices of the poor, the oppressed, and the children?  Do we sense Him 
in the dark moments of tragedy—still, watching, waiting to pounce with strength and ferocity against the 
sources of evil?  Are we able to make room for both the table-turning Jesus, and the one who quietly comes 
along side us, offering unconditional love in exchange for our burdens?   

 Jesus comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb – meek, innocent and sacrificial.  Jesus goes to the 
cross humbly, like a lamb, but with the strength of a King.   And with each step, each growl and each silence, 
He is showing his unmistakable, unconditional love.   

 I hope that these questions, and perhaps our Lenten devotional “Practicing Love,”  will help us all ex-
perience a greater sense of Christ's presence in our lives this Season.  Copies of the daily Lenten devotional 
are still available – contact the church office if you want one mailed to you. 

Peace,  

Tiffany 

 

Pastor Tiffany and Bradish family at the baptism of Andrew 

Joseph Bradish.  “Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world.  Have mercy on all your children.” 
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THE CHURCH CELEBRATES  
ITS 175TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

     This year the First Presbyterian Church of Paw Paw will begin its 
175th year in existence!   First established in September of 1843, and 
the second oldest church in Paw Paw (the Methodist Church is the old-
est), we are hoping to plan some fun and informative events through-
out the year to honor this huge feat.   
 
     Our anniversary celebration "kick-off" was held on February 25th in 
the Fellowship Hall with a reception of cake and ice cream, plus the 
hanging of our new anniversary "banner" designed by Rick Diemer, and 
a display of some historical items.  This followed the first of our 
church's  175th Congregational Meetings, which included a beautifully 

presented talk on our church's heritage by Judith Haefner. 
 
      Many more things will be planned throughout the year, which will feature the sharing of old photographs & memo-
rabilia, Vintage clothing from different eras (let us know if you have any),  a written Addendum to the "150 Years" 
booklet from 1993, and some very fun events that should  conjure up lots of memories and good times for many mem-
bers and friends of the congregation.  All of this will conclude with a "grand finale" celebration in the fall, including the 
church's participation in the Wine & Harvest Parade in September.  Watch your bulletins, emails, and read the up-
coming newsletters to keep up with all of the plans. 
 

      Nancy Beck 
Deacon and Anniversary Committee Co-Chair 
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FORMATION COMMISSION  
SPRING HAPPENINGS 

 
 

For I am about to do something new.  See, I have already 
begun! Do you not see it? I will make a pathway through 
the wilderness. I will create rivers in the dry wasteland. 

Isaiah 43:19 NLT 
 
 CHURCH SCHOOL continues with stories and vide-
os from our Whirl!  curriculum that our kids love.  Brandon 
will be working on special music with the kids for Palm 
Sunday during music time (9:30 – 10).  Volunteers are al-
ways welcome and needed in our Sunday School – contact 
Pastor Tiffany or Meg Waddell if you have time and talents 
to contribute to nurturing our children.   
 
 Our LENTEN PRAYER STATIONS have begun to 
grow! As we move forward through this Easter season, 
you’ll have the opportunity to engage in our new interac-
tive prayer stations. There will be a new station every 
week. Plant a bulb? Paint a promise? Build a blessing? Join 
our youth as they plant and build and paint our way into 
Spring. 
 
 ANIMAL RESCUE PROJECT, March 11, 2018 after 
church.  Middle and High school students are invited to an 
outing to the Animal Rescue Project of Kalamazoo.  Gentle-
ness, goodness, patience and joy will all come to play as 
our teens share their spirit with some of our area’s most 
unfortunate furry friends.  We’ll go to lunch together after 
worship and then head op to ARP – permission slips can be 
picked up in the youth room and will go out by e-mail.   
 

 
  

LUMM SCHOLARSHIP  The family of Marian Handley 
Lumm established this scholarship to honor Marne’s  love 
of music, education and children by fostering and encour-
aging a life-long love of music.  Scholarships of up to $500 
may be awarded to graduating seniors who have demon-
strated a passion for music, plan to continue music-
related activates in college (but need not major in music), 
and have actively participated in the congregation of our 
church during her or his High School years.  Applications 
will be sent out by e-mail or can be picked up at church – 
completed applications due  by April 8th.   Contributions to 
this fund are always welcome and can be made by check 
to First Presbyterian Church, with “Lumm Scholarship” in 
the memo line.   
 
 GRADUATION SUNDAY Save the date for Sunday 
June 3, 2018 – Graduating Seniors will be honored in wor-
ship and presented with a special gift.  Please contact the 
church office to let us know of graduating Seniors who will 
attend, and let us know of college or other post-
graduation plans that we can share in our bulletin.   
 
 CAMP GREENWOOD  offers week-long summer 
programs for ages 7-18 and families.  Camp programs run 
June 16 – July 30th.Stay tuned for more information on 
camp scholarships!  Register now to receive $25 off at 
http://campgreenwood.org.  Scholarships available.  
 
 ALMA INTERFAITH CONFERENCE (formerly the Al-
ma Youth Mix).  Mark your calendars for May 5, 2018. Our 
high schoolers will be envisioning and crafting the inter-
faith community of the future!  Further  details available 
at https://www.alma.edu/offices/chaplain/spiritual-life/
alma-interfaith-youth-mix. 
 
 JULY YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO THE UP.  This year’s 
Presbytery of Lake Michigan summer youth mission trip 
will be to Marquette, Michigan in the UP July 16 - 22.   
We’ll stay at a church and learn about the local Native 
American culture while serving the community, worship-
ping together and enjoying the beautiful Northern Michi-
gan setting.  Cost for the trip is approximately $450 includ-
ing transportation meals and lodging.  E-mail Pastor Tiffa-
ny (tkomccaff@gmail.com) if you are interested – much of 
the cost may be covered by scholarships and fundraisers 
(anyone up for  a car wash?).  
 

Formation Commissin 
 Pat Conner, Chair 

HAVE YOU MET MEG?  No 
stranger to families who 
use the nursery, our child-
care provider Meg’ 
Waddell’s role has ex-
panded  to supporting our 
youth and children’s min-
istry as well.  She may be 
contacting you to volun-
teer for Church School or 
youth activities! 
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THANK YOU FROM  

UNITED CHRISTIAN SERVICES   

 This newly-formed non-profit proudly carries on 

the legacy of Eleanor Miller by helping those affected by 

poverty in our community.  Our church plays a big part in 

this organization – Pastor Tiffany is a founding board mem-

ber, and a portion of our monthly Cents-Ability offering 

supports UCS.  The organization is run by Director Alison 

Harrop (a volunteer), who sent our church this note of ap-

preciation: 

 Dear Pastor Tiffany and Members of First Presby-

terian Church: 

 I wanted to write and say thank you for the recent 
generous gift to United Christian Services, and also for 
all of your support, both financially and personally for 
the work we do in our community helping those in 
need. 
 

 In all honesty, helping those families would not be 
possible without you all partnering with us and the 
other churches and organizations. 
 

 Last year we helped together 177 families during a 
time of crisis in their lives, 72 of those families live 
here in Paw Paw. 
 

 It is a very beautiful thing when the body of Christ, 
all the believers, whatever their preference of tradi-
tion, come together as one to help their neighbor. 
 

 Therefore, I wish to extend my deepest gratitude 
to you all for partnering with United Christian Service. 
 

Blessings to you all, 
Alison  
 

MISSION COMMISSION 

 Thanks to all who supported our February collec-

tion to support our Montaña de Luz children, Lola and Er-

ic.  Jars will be turned in March 4 and traded for Fish 

Banks, which can be filled to support our denominations’ 

special offering.  One Great Hour of Sharing supports glob-

al relief through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(currently helping our neighbors in Niles recover from 

flooding) as well as Presbyterian Hunger Assistance and 

Self-development of people.  Fish Banks and OGHOS offer-

ings will be collected through Easter Sunday.   

 Thanks also to many folks who have offered sup-

port to our Syrian refugee family in many different ways – 

dropping off a box of diapers, tutoring the kids, providing 

transportation and even loaning the family personal cars 

for several weeks!  

Thanks to a Wel-

come Refugees grant 

from the Synod of 

the Covenant and 

several individual 

donations, Imad fi-

nally has a dependa-

ble car for his family!   

 All are welcome to join these and other mission 

efforts.  The Mission Commission meets the first Thursday 

of every month at 6:30.   

Mission Commission 
Eleda Zygadlo, Chair 
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Deacon’s Update - March 2018 
 

 With spring just around the corner, we look forward 
to fresh air and new activities!  25 Valentine cookie boxes 
were sent to college students and military personnel on 
February 4th.   Deacons have been sending out this cookie-
love for over 30 years now! 
 

 Many thanks to the congregation for supporting Soup-
er Bowl. Donations of around $329.00 have been sent to 
Eleanor’s Pantry. 
 

 Pot Luck will be held on March 15, at 6:30, so bring an 
appetite, a dish to share and a friend.  Also bring your own 
table service (to minimize cleanup).  Beverages are provid-
ed. 
 

 Euchre/Family Games night will be March 24, at 7:00.  
Bring your family, friends, and a dish to share.  Don’t for-
get to bring your favorite card or board games! 
 

 Also, look for all the 175th year activities!  Our Cele-
bration Committee has some wonderful ideas to com-
memorate our 175 years in the Paw Paw Community. 
 

Jan Ogden, Deacon Moderator 

SOUP-ER BOWL 
 

 Soup-er Bowl Sunday at First Presbyterian was once 
again a big success. Over 80 people sampled some 14 
different homemade soups at this annual event sponsored 
by the Deacons. For nearly 20 years this church has joined 
with hundreds of churches throughout the US to bring 
notice to all, that for many -  a bowl of soup is all they 
have to eat on many days no matter the season or loca-
tion. Our entire volunteer donations from this luncheon 
this year, totaled to $329.00, were turned over to Elea-
nor’s Pantry for our contribution to help support the 
needy. We confess our meal is a bit more food than just a 
bowl of soup, but few turn down the desserts offered by 
the Session members or the addition of breads that help 
make the meal complete.  
 

 If this fun event has not been part of your plan for Su-
per Bowl Sunday, mark it on next year’s calendar now so 
you don’t miss it. The date is always the same, the first 
Sunday of February, following the church service.  
 

Jan Wilder 

SNOWMAN CONTEST 2018 ! 
  

 The Snowman Contest is in full swing!  Anyone in 
the community is 
welcome to sub-
mit a picture.  All 
snowmen are 
entered into a 
prize drawing for 
movie tickets to 
the Strand Thea-
tre in Paw Paw. 
 

 Be as crea-
tive and enter as 
many entries as you wish.  Check out our website for 
some of this  year’s entries! 
 

Find us on Facebook! First Presbyterian Church 
 

Hello,  

 I am writing this email to thank you for the cookies that 
came in the mail!  They are extremely delicious and made 
my day! I hope who ever reads this 
email has a great Valentine's Day and 
a safe week.  God bless. 
 
P.S. I'm awful at taking selfies so here 
is the best one I have! 

Joey Lazzara  
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LONG-RANGE  
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
 The Building and Grounds Committee of Session will 
be forming a long-range planning a long-range planning 
committee to discuss use for the Burner Property next to 
the Church building.  Anyone who wishes to serve on this 
committee or have ideas for input to this committee can 
notify Jerry Dundon in writing (email is: jerrydun-
don68@gmail.com) or put them in his mailbox here at 
church.   

Jerry Dundon 
Building & Grounds Commission 

NOTES FROM MEMBERS 
 

 David and I would like to thank you for all the 
cards, prayers and phone calls after his surgery. 
 

 David is improving every day.  Thanks again. 
 

 See you in April. 
 

David & Judy Combs 
 

 Thank you so much for sending Brayden the ador-
able Valentine card!  He was thrilled to receive mail 
and loved the cute robot. 
 

 We are hoping to bring him to church as soon as 
this flu and virus season is over.  Introducing Brayden 
to our church family will be fun for everyone.  We miss 
all of you. 
 

Jeff, Cindy & Drew Marcelletti 

WORSHIP COMMISSION 

 Special worship services will be offered Holy Week 
leading up to Easter: 
 

March 25 will be our Palm Sunday worship, complete 
with a procession of Palms, our first “Church History Mo-
ment,” and followed by our Lenten Fair, which will feature 
all of the weekly Lenten Prayer Stations and a few others.  

March 27 @ 7 p.m. will be Maundy Thursday worship 
– we’ll celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the same way Jesus 
did with his disciples.  

March 28 @ 7 p.m. will be a Good Friday worship at 
Almena United Methodist Church.  A joint choir will offer 
music – rehearsal schedule coming soon.  

April 1  - Easter Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.   Bring the 
family! 

Worship Commission 
Bill Buhl Chair 

EASTER FLOWERS 
 
 It’s time to order our Easter flowers and once again 
we will be incorporating spring flowering bulbs with the 
Easter Lilies that beautify the sanctuary on Easter Sunday. 
The spring flowers are a reminder to all of us of special 
people from our church or church families, some no long-
er with us and others who are still a wonderful part of our 
lives. 
 The potted plants will be part of our Easter Sunday 
worship and available to you after the service should you 
choose to take them with you, remaining plants will be 
delivered to our shut-ins or used to continue beautifying 
our church in the following weeks. 
 As noted on the form, if you can specify your choice of 
an Easter Lily or Spring flowering plant we will better know 
what purchases need to be made.  You may  submit your 
flower order in two ways: 
 

 Drop the completed form from the Sunday Bulle-
tin into the collection plate with an attached 
check. 

 Drop off the completed form to the church office 
(or mail your request to the church) with your 
payment.         

 
Once again, the board of Deacons thank you for your con-
tinued support in providing these plants for our celebra-
tion of our Risen Savior.      See Order Form  enclosed!!! 
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   BIRTHDAYS: 
03/01 Tom Smith 03/16 Madison Imus  
03/02 Marlene Tucker 03/18 Jean Taylor  
03/03 Jim Dutcher 03/20 Carrie Willard  
03/03 Phyllis Gruizenga-Sahr 03/20 Haley Lake  
03/04 Andy Thorburn 03/25 Maizie Seeber  
03/08 Theresa Yarbrough 03/27 Renae LeFrancois  
03/08 Lexi Boothby-Shoemaker 03/28 Jack Wyatt   
03/08 Adeline Bradish 03/28 Watson Kusmack  
03/11 Ann McGrew 03/28 Troy Imus  
03/12 Andrea Kusmack 03/29 Dick Schallhorn  
03/12 Thomas Conner 03/29 Wayne Martin 
03/14 Harvey Hop 03/29 Colleen Stiles 
03/14 Kathy McGuire 03/30 Nathaniel McCloskey 
03/14 Nolan Beck 03/31 Kalley Zabonick 
03/15 Danna Dent 
03/15 Stephen McCloskey 
03/16 Harold Duringer 
03/16 Fred Martin 
 

               ANIVERSARIES: 
03/12 David & Patricia Conner 03/22 Jeff & Laura Wells 
03/19 Fred & Diane Triquet 03/26  Alan & Nicole Colgren 
03/19 Timothy & Jennifer Combs 03/31  Jim & Sally Brinkman 

Editor’s Note:  The birthdays and anniversaries  are  computer-generated.   If we are missing your special day  or our 
information is incorrect, please notify Sue in the church office at 657-3111 or email: firstpres1@btc-bci.com. 

 MARCH GREETERS: 
03/04 Jean Taylor & Jim Dutcher 
03/11 Bill & Les Buhl 
03/18 TBD 
03/25 TBD 

Head usher for March is Kristen Garceau.  
Any questions, please contact Kristen at  
her  email  (kgarc@aol.com). 

February Baptism - Andrew Joseph Bradish (February 25, 2018) 
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 Bible Study (Gospel of Matthew) every Sunday in the Library at 8:45 a.m.  Royal and Judith Haefner 
will lead the study of Matthew.   Come and learn God’s Word—Childcare is available. 

 ShareNet will meet the 2nd/4th Tuesdays at 10:00 am in the Library.  March 14 will continue the 
book study of Jo Myers’ Good to Go, with a discussion on Funeral Planning led by Pastor Tiffany and 
Kyle Kutlick of Adams Funeral Home.  

 Potluck on March 15th at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
 Presbyterian Meeting on March 17th hosted by Presbytery Church of Paw Paw. 
 Men’s Breakfast will meet on Saturday, March 24th at 8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.  All men are 

welcome—Dads & kids too! 
 Deacon’s Euchre/Games Night on March 24th at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  The more the merrier.  

Don’t forget your cards and/or board games! 
 Palm Sunday Worship and Lenten Prayer Station Fair on March 25th. 
 Easter Lilies & Spring Flowers orders are due on Monday, March 26th, either placed in the giving 

plates, mailed to the office or dropped off at the church office. 
 Presbyterian Women will meet @ 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 28th in the Library. 
 Mandy Thursday Worship on March 29th at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
 Good Friday Worship on March 30th this year will be at Almena UMC at 7:00 pm 

mailto:firstpres1@btc-bci.com
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EASTER FLOWER 
ORDER FORM— 

 
ORDERS DUE MARCH 26 

 

 

I wish to place_________ flowers in the church.  This year Easter flowers will include flowering tulip/daffodil bulbs and 

Easter Lilies. 

 

By:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Each  flower is $10.00     Amount enclosed______________ 
 

Make checks payable to “First Presbyterian Church” marked “Flowers” Orders must be in  
by Monday, March 26th. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please print full name.    Check one:   In Loving Memory of                In Honor of   

 

                           ____Easter Lilies                                               OR                             ____ Sping Flowers   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please print full name.    Check one:   In Loving Memory of                In Honor of   

 

                           ____Easter Lilies                                               OR                             ____ Sping Flowers   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please print full name.    Check one:   In Loving Memory of                In Honor of   

 

                           ____Easter Lilies                                               OR                             ____ Sping Flowers   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please print full name.    Check one:   In Loving Memory of                In Honor of   

 

                     ____Easter Lilies                                               OR                             ____ Sping Flowers   

___ Please have a Deacon deliver the Lilies or Spring Flowers to a shut-in or member who is ill.  
 
___ I will pick up the Lilies after the service.  

    All proceeds from the Flowers Fund will go to the work of the Deacons throughout the year. 


